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Through the courtesy of the superintendent of the National Zoological Park, Washington, D. C, there were turned over to the present writer about 20 wild rats {Raftus iiorvegicus) which had been killed in the Park. Upon postmortem examination the large majority of the rats were found to harbor spirurid worms. The nematodes were unusually large, and present in such numbers that in many cases the stomach, esophagus, and upper end of intestine were distended and densely packed with the w^orms. Upon examination the nematode proved to be a new species of Protospirura.
Several rats caught in another part of Washington (Department of Agriculture buildings, about 5 miles from the Zoological Park) failed to show the presence of these nematodes and the high percentage of incidence in w'ild rats from the grounds of the Park therefore suggested that the rat was not the normal or original host but had derived the infestation from some other rodent present in the Zoological Park. The possibility that zoological gardens might act as disseminators of parasites and that the rat might play an important role in that dissemination is worthy of consideration, and it w^as thought by the present writer that a study of this Adult nematodes were developed in rats by feeding the encysted larvae obtained from a roach 58 days after the latter was fed the embryonated eggs. The nematodes arc still immature 35 days after the feeding of the final host; after 53 days they are mature but not fully grown, whereas after 115 daj^s they have attained the size of the majority of the nematodes found in natural infections.
The onl}' other life history of a species of Protospirura that appears to be known is that of P. muris. Leuckart (1867) and Marchi (1871) found that encapsuled larvae develop in meal worms, Tenebrio species, about 5 weeks after the nematode eggs had been eaten by the worm. 
